
15An Alternative Voice ~ March/April 2010 Alternative Home & Garden

Sustainability festival
Everyone loves a festival, especially when 
it’s informative and educational as well as 
being loads of fun! Coal Creek Community 
Park in Korumburra is once again hosting 
a fun �lled day for everyone to enjoy. The 
South Gippsland Sustainability Festival will 
be held on Sunday March 14th from 10am 
to 4pm and entry is free. The  Festival is 
sponsored by the South Gippsland Shire 
Council and Destination Gippsland Ltd, 
with the theme of Living for the Future.

On offer is a fantastic program of 
environmentally focused entertainment 
and activities including face painting, 
games, competitions and model solar 
boat demonstrations. Roving characters 
from the well known theatre troupe 
Vox Bandicoot will provide on-going 
entertainment throughout the day with a 
performance of their Circus Sustainable 
show being a highlight. “It’s an irresistible, 
lighthearted and zany work full of juggling, 
magic, climate change and loads of gags”, 
said Rowena Ashley from Coal Creek.

Practical demonstrations of soil, water 
and energy management techniques, 
information regarding environmentally 
responsible housing initiatives and tips 
on health and wellbeing will provide 
an educational focus. Delicious locally 
produced food and produce will be 
available to purchase or you can ‘bring 
your own’ picnic lunch. With more than 
20 acres of natural bush to explore you’re 
sure to �nd a shady tree somewhere!

Representatives from organisations 
such as the South Gippsland Energy 
Co-operative and the South Gippsland 
Landcare Network will be available and 
information sessions on areas such as 
composting and growing your own food, 
sustainable land management and organic 
dairy farming should provide inspiration.

South Gippsland Sustainability Festival, 
Sunday March 14th, 2010, 10am – 4pm, 
Coal Creek Community Park, South 
Gippsland Highway, Korumburra.  
For further information phone  
5662 9314. Coal Creek is approximately 
90 minutes from Melbourne’s CBD 
(Melways Ref: 512, U10).
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The Healthy Soil Handbook

Want to know about earthworms, 
compost and ‘mulch, mulch’ more? Then 
take a wander through the productive 
‘vegie’ patches of some of Australia’s 
successful organic gardeners. Go behind 
the scenes of their ‘down-to-earth’ 
gardening lifestyles and learn how to grow 
your own. Discover the secrets of creating 
healthy, nutrient-rich soil which give you 
bountiful harvests using a minimum of 
water and minimum effort. 

Understand the process of creating 
perfect compost – you’ll never have to 
see piles of fruit-�y infested slime again! 
Whether you decide on a rotating bin, 
the ‘worm way’, slow compost or an 
anaerobic approach the bottom line is that 

healthy soil produces strong plants and 
strong plants resist pests and diseases!

‘The Healthy Soil Handbook’ will show you 
how backyard gardeners are feeding their 
families, bottling the excess, and sharing 
their healthy, home-grown food. Learn 
how a combination of fertile compost, 
nitrogen-rich soil, earthworms galore 
and mulching for waterwise gardening 
will see you producing your own healthy 
vegetables, fruits and herbs. 

Edited by Alan Gray, referred to as a ‘mad-
keen, passionate organic gardener’ and 
featuring an inspiring foreword by Jackie 
French, this is a de�nite ‘must read’ for all 
gardeners (and even those who aspire to 
be). Not to be missed!

Published by Earth Garden with 80 full 
colour pages and printed on plantation-
grown paper. Cost $19.95 incl. GST. 
Available in newsagents and bookshops 
or through the Good Life Book Club –  
see www.earthgarden.com.au for 
further information.
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Competition: 
We have three copies of this fabulous 
new publication to give away. 

It’s easy to enter! Just log on to our 
website www.alternativevoice.com.au  
Click on the WIN button. This will take 
you to the easy-to-use competition form. 
Good luck!


